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New York State Bar Association

Statutory Short Form Power of Attorney, Major Gifts Rider Authorization, 7/28/09

Power of Attorney New York Statutory Major Gifts Rider
Authorization to Make Major Gifts or Other Transfers

CAUTION TO THE PRINCIPAL: THIS OPTIONAL RIDER ALLOWS YOU TO AUTHORIZE YOUR

AGENT TO MAKE MAJOR GIFTS OR OTHER TRANSFERS OF YOUR MONEY OR OTHER PROPERTY DURING

YOUR LIFETIME. GRANTING ANY OF THE FOLLOWING AUTHORITY TO YOUR AGENT GIVES YOUR AGENT

THE AUTHORITY TO TAKE ACTIONS WHICH COULD SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE YOUR PROPERTY OR

CHANGE HOW YOUR PROPERTY IS DISTRIBUTED AT YOUR DEATH. "MAJOR GIFTS OR OTHER

TRANSFERS" ARE DESCRIBED IN SECTION 5-1514 OF THE GENERAL OBLIGATIONS LAW. THIS MAJOR

GIFTS RIDER DOES NOT REQUIRE YOUR AGENT TO EXERCISE GRANTED AUTHORITY, BUT WHEN HE OR

SHE EXERCISES THIS AUTHORITY, HE OR SHE MUST ACT ACCORDING TO ANY INSTRUCTIONS YOU

PROVIDE, OR OTHERWISE IN YOUR BEST INTEREST. 

THIS MAJOR GIFTS RIDER AND THE POWER OF ATTORNEY IT SUPPLEMENTS MUST BE READ

TOGETHER AS A SINGLE INSTRUMENT. 

BEFORE SIGNING THIS DOCUMENT AUTHORIZING YOUR AGENT TO MAKE MAJOR GIFTS AND OTHER

TRANSFERS, YOU SHOULD SEEK LEGAL ADVICE TO ENSURE THAT YOUR INTENTIONS ARE CLEARLY AND

PROPERLY EXPRESSED.

(a) GRANT OF LIMITED AUTHORITY TO MAKE GIFTS

GRANTING GIFTING AUTHORITY TO YOUR AGENT GIVES YOUR AGENT THE AUTHORITY TO TAKE

ACTIONS WHICH COULD SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE YOUR PROPERTY. IF YOU WISH TO ALLOW YOUR

AGENT TO MAKE GIFTS TO HIMSELF OR HERSELF, YOU MUST SEPARATELY GRANT THAT AUTHORITY IN

SUBDIVISION (C) BELOW.

TO GRANT YOUR AGENT THE GIFTING AUTHORITY PROVIDED BELOW, INITIAL THE BRACKET TO THE

LEFT OF THE AUTHORITY.

(____) I grant authority to my agent to make gifts to my spouse, children and more remote descendants,
and parents, not to exceed, for each donee, the annual federal gift tax exclusion amount pursuant to the
Internal Revenue Code. For gifts to my children and more remote descendants, and parents, the maximum
amount of the gift to each donee shall not exceed twice the gift tax exclusion amount, if my spouse agrees
to split gift treatment pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code. This authority must be exercised pursuant to
my instructions, or otherwise for purposes which the agent reasonably deems to be in my best interest.

(b) MODIFICATIONS:

USE THIS SECTION IF YOU WISH TO AUTHORIZE GIFTS IN EXCESS OF THE ABOVE AMOUNT, GIFTS TO

OTHER BENEFICIARIES OR OTHER TYPES OF TRANSFERS. GRANTING SUCH AUTHORITY TO YOUR

AGENT GIVES YOUR AGENT THE AUTHORITY TO TAKE ACTIONS WHICH COULD SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE

YOUR PROPERTY AND/OR CHANGE HOW YOUR PROPERTY IS DISTRIBUTED AT YOUR DEATH. IF YOU

WISH TO AUTHORIZE YOUR AGENT TO MAKE GIFTS OR TRANSFERS TO HIMSELF OR HERSELF, YOU MUST

SEPARATELY GRANT THAT AUTHORITY IN SUBDIVISION (c) BELOW.

(____) I grant the following authority to my agent to make gifts or transfers pursuant to my instructions,
or otherwise for purposes which the agent reasonably deems to be in my best interest:

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

(c) GRANT OF SPECIFIC AUTHORITY FOR AN AGENT TO MAKE MAJOR GIFTS OR OTHER
TRANSFERS TO HIMSELF OR HERSELF: (OPTIONAL)
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IF YOU WISH TO AUTHORIZE YOUR AGENT TO MAKE GIFTS OR TRANSFERS TO HIMSELF OR HERSELF,
YOU MUST GRANT THAT AUTHORITY IN THIS SECTION, INDICATING TO WHICH AGENT(S) THE

AUTHORIZATION IS GRANTED, AND ANY LIMITATIONS AND GUIDELINES.

(____) I grant specific authority for the following agent(s) to make the following major gifts or other
transfers to himself or herself:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

This authority must be exercised pursuant to my instructions, or otherwise for purposes which the agent
reasonably deems to be in my best interest.

(d) ACCEPTANCE BY THIRD PARTIES: I agree to indemnify the third party for any claims that may
arise against the third party because of reliance on this Major Gifts Rider.

(e) SIGNATURE OF PRINCIPAL AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT:

In Witness Whereof I have hereunto signed my name on  _______________, 20_____.

PRINCIPAL signs here:

STATE OF NEW YORK )

) ss.:

COUNTY OF ____________)

On the __________ day of __________________, in the year _______, before me, the undersigned, a
Notary Public in and for said state, personally appeared ___________________
______________________________, personally known to me or proved to me on the basis of
satisfactory evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument and
acknowledged to me that he/she executed the same in his/her capacity, and that by his/her signature on
the instrument, the person or the entity upon behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument.

[Notary Public]
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(f) SIGNATURES OF WITNESSES:

By signing as a witness, I acknowledge that the principal signed the Major Gifts Rider in my presence and
the presence of the other witness, or that the principal acknowledged to me that the principal's signature
was affixed by him or her or at his or her direction. I also acknowledge that the principal has stated that
this Major Gifts Rider reflects his or her wishes and that he or she has signed it voluntarily. I am not
named herein as a permissible recipient of major gifts.

________________________________________
Signature of witness 1

________________________________________
Signature of witness 2

________________________________________
Date

________________________________________
Date

________________________________________
Print name

________________________________________
Print name

________________________________________
Address

________________________________________
Address

________________________________________
City, State, Zip code

________________________________________
City, State, Zip code

(g) This document prepared by: ____________________________________________________

2008 N.Y. Laws ch. 644, § 19, 5-1514; 2009 N.Y. Laws ch. 4 (amending effective date from March 1, 2009 to September 1,
2009).
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